
Together we change lives.

Where they might bewithout your help...

To donate online or learn more, visit:
www.whfc.org/WHFFC
or call:
Julie Wilder, Sponsorship Coordinator 
781-419-0357
Ali Crandall, Humanitarian Aid Manager
781-419-0340Together we can continue to change lives.

We Need Your Support...

Guatemala
Campaign for

RRaayyoo ddee  EEssppeerraannzzaa

A future with no options:
•Without your help Hogar Luz de Fatima and Hogar Luz

de Maria will inevitably close.

•More than half of all privately-run orphanages have
already closed their doors; most that remain open are no
longer accepting more children due to lack of funds.

•Government orphanages are so desperately overcrowded
and under-funded that there are only 5 caretakers per
200 children; conditions are unimaginable.

•For most of these children, the only option will be a life
on the streets where they fall prey to the unspeakable:
prostitution, gang recruitment, police brutality, disease,
and drug addiction. 

Help now!
These hogars not only provide basic needs, but give children what they never could enjoy
on the streets or in the public institutions: love and opportunity to thrive through education,
unconditional affection from their dedicated caretakers, and hope that they will not have to
struggle to survive. Children benefit from the following services at the hogars:

•Child counseling by licensed therapists

•Monthly pediatric check-ups, specialized diets & medicinal treatments as needed

•Transportation to school (5 days a week) & additional instruction at the hogar (daily)

•Recreational area for children of all ages under the supervision of licensed caretakers

Please help us keep these hogars open! 

"We know that the world’s economic crisis has
affected all of us, but regardless you with your
great heart have made it possible that our
children have what they need and that they do
not remain fully abandoned. Thank you for
giving us a part of yourselves.” 

-Hogar Luz de Maria Director Dinora Palacios, 
to our dedicated donors

A Year in Review
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Ashly Natalie arrived at Hogar Luz de Maria at 3 years old after
having been found at the side of her deceased mother. Her father
had been murdered 5 months earlier.

Angels in the Safe Hands of Hogars

Pablo Alejandro was found in the
trash by fire-fighters at 8 days old.

Carlos Alberto was 2
months old when he
was sent to Hogar Luz
de Maria after his
parents were arrested
for murdering his 
2-year-old sibling.

8-year-old Josue was left in the
care of an alcoholic father, who
locked him in the home and
left him alone all day without
food. When Josue escaped, he
was almost hit by a car while
crossing a busy street. 

Juan Pablo was 6 hours old when
he was found in the trash, and
weighed only 3 1/2 pounds when
he arrived at Hogar Luz de Maria.

Maria Guadalupe arrived at Hogar Luz de
Maria at 1 day old, weighing 3 pounds.
She was found in a church at the feet of
the Virgin of Guadalupe statue, not yet
cleaned of the afterbirth.

8-year-old Karin is one of 3 sisters at Hogar Luz de Fatima.
She was found living on the street and survived by sifting
through trash for food.  All 3 girls were neglected by their
father after their mother died.

Where they are…Where they were…

Ashly went from constantly
crying and refusing to talk to
anyone to playing well with
others and becoming more
independent. The courts recently
decided to send her to live with
her grandparents, who reclaimed
her. She left the hogar a very
happy girl.

Pablo Alejandro arrived at
Hogar Luz de Maria very thin,
but is now the chubbiest baby
in the hogar. He enjoys playing
in his crib and he sometimes
says "pa-pá." 

At Hogar Luz de Fatima, Josue is
a very playful boy who goes to
school every day and loves to
help other children. He especially
likes putting together puzzles and
says he wants to be a teacher
when he grows up. He smiles all
of the time.

Carlos requires medicine for
respiratory allergies but enjoys
moving around in a walker.  He
eats well and loves being cuddled.

Considering the expensive medicine
and formula Maria required when
she arrived, it is unlikely she would
have survived with her mother.
Today, Maria no longer needs
medicine, weighs 14 lbs. and is
a very happy, active baby.

Juan Pablo is now healthy
and quite demanding at
bottle time. He often
giggles as he looks at
himself in the mirror.

Karin enjoys attending school. 
She says when she is older she
wants to be a chef who bakes
and cooks gourmet food. She
likes drawing pictures of
houses, herself, her siblings,
and parents.
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