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Bringing children from other
countries home.

Something quite extraordinary happened recentlg guniet,
sun-filled Sunday morning in a park perched onlLibieg
Island Sound in the historic township of Oyster Bdy the
casual observer it would have appeared to be just a
ordinary gathering, a picnic, with grills beingdihd

kids and their parents setting up tables. Buteslos
inspection would have revealed something quiteiahec
sort of United Nations of picnics!

These children gathered had come from many differen
countries - adopted from Korea, Russia, China,iffiiiles,
Colombia, Ethiopia, among other countries. Areltivere
now home with their new families on this fall dégking

) part in a day of celebration sponsored by Wide s for
Five year old Vic Torres admires his lion makeughemirroras  Chjldren, an international humanitarian aid orgatign and

his big brother Christian, 8 and his sister Clapdjdook on. . - . .
Each of the three Torres siblings was adopted fiororphanage adoption agency which had helped bring these amldr

in the Philippines at different times during thespeight years by NOMe.
Raymond and Mary Ann Torres of Oyster Bay.

For many families fall picnics are terrific waysdonnect
with their extended members. But for these childtese kinds of activities are the first memotiesy will share
with their new family, making this picnic really i@ extraordinary. And these children are pa ohique
journey; not just the journey that brought then®igster Bay, but the journey of adoption which magmssible for
them to find their families.

Wide Horizons for Children, with four offices indiNew York regional area, has been helping famd@se
together since 1974. Since then there have beea tian 10,000 children placed in permanent, loviomes
agency-wide. Of that number, the New York regiasféite has placed close to 1, 500 of these childnétih over
430 children adopted since 2005.

And as important as this is, it is not Wide Horizoonly mission. For close to 35 years WHFC hasrilonted
more than $10 million in Humanitarian Aid worldwid&Vith this aid, WHFC brings hope and relief taldten
around the world living in institutional and othegrrisk situations. Funding has been providedifersaving food,
medical services and supplies; renovated orphanagdsprovided education and life-skills traininglacreated safe
havens for special needs children. In Ethiopiagf@ample, a medical clinic was built; in Russiglayground
constructed; and in China, a special needs orpleanagl these “little steps” in a journey to helpildren
throughout the world.



Julia Pandolf, age eight, struggled as she helpedik —year-old sister Kasenya get into her buskgk in time for
the picnic’s potato sack competition. When thestibiblew the start, there were four blond, blueeelpandolf
siblings on the starting line, including five-yeald Zachary and four-year-old Jeremy all adoptedifRussia. And
waiting at the finish line with cameras and cheeese Patchogue residents Melissa and Doug Pamdoif) and
dad to these competitors. “Look at those smilesid Melissa. “Look at our happy kids,” she saidy ‘one would
ever know the life they led before we brought thesme,” alluding to her children’s ordeal, abandoteed Russian
Orphanage.

Also standing on the starting line adjusting thpeitato
sacks were seven year old Adanech Christopher ansih
year old brother Matios, both recently adopted from
Ethiopia and whose home is now in Westchester Gount
Their parents Chris and Isabel beamed as they tboke
taking in every single moment of this new familymuy.

Evan and Maria Torti of Oyster Bay also competed tay,

brother and sister adopted from Russia by Michadl a

Charlotte who especially know full well the enoryniif this

day and other days like this for adoptive parentstheir

children. Not only is Charlotte an adoptive momt she is

also a WHFC social worker with more than eight gear

experience bringing children and parents together.

Charlotte and the other WHFC social workers taleagr

pride in being with each family from the beginnioigthe

process - at Adoption Information Meetings throtigh

application process, the pre-adoption educatiaruding

the referral of a child — right up to the finaliat of the

adoption, including post-adoption support servicBat The Pandolf family of Patchogue picnics in their RGHT-Shirts:
clearly as this picnic indicates, there is no ehgupport in  from left, parents Doug and Melissa and their fthitdren adopted
that families who adopt with WHFC become part @ th ~ from Russia, Zachary, 5, Kasenya, 6, Jeremy, 4,Jafid, 8

Wide Horizons family. From this picnic to the amhMWHFC Cultural Event held for nearly 70 familiast March
to the 125 WHFC friends and families attending @aent “Night at Shea Stadium,” important memoaesbeing
made. And everywhere these kids gather togethisrlike a mini-United Nations!

Cathleen McNamara-Callahan is currently workinghwWide Horizons for Children while completing head¥ers

Degree in Social Work. She lives with her hushBitichnd their three sons, Bill, Terence and Pelttion Long
Island.

To learn more about Wide Horizons For Children’s adoption and humanitarian aid wor

sign up for a free adoption information meeting held in Manhattan or Oyster Bal, ailite
www.whfc.orgor call 516-922-0751.




